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 Action Item 12

  

ADMINISTRATIVE MATTER  gfedc DATE  February 03, 2010

MOTOR CARRIER MATTER  gfedc DOCKET NO. 2009-144-C

UTILITIES MATTER  gfedcb ORDER NO. 

  

DOCKET NO. 2009-144-C - Application of TracFone Wireless, Incorporated for Designation as 
an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier in the State of South Carolina for the Limited Purpose 
of Offering Lifeline and Link Up Service to Qualified Households – Discuss this Matter with the 
Commission. 

COMMISSION ACTION:
This motion addresses the Application of TracFone Wireless for Designation as an Eligible 
Telecommunications Carrier to offer Lifeline and Linkup Service.  We issued a Directive on 
October 15, 2009 denying the Application for Designation as an ETC based upon our finding 
that the Company’s stated position that it would not contribute to the State Universal Service 
Fund was not consistent with the public interest.  Subsequently, the Company and the Office 
of Regulatory Staff engaged in extensive discussions and negotiations aimed at satisfying the 
Commission’s concerns about the application, and more specifically, for the purpose of 
creating a corporate structure which facilitated the Company’s requirement to make 
appropriate State USF contributions. To that end, the Company has established a subsidiary 
corporation called SafeLink Wireless, Inc. which would offer Lifeline and Linkup services to 
qualified customers and make appropriate contributions to the State USF.  
  
The parties have filed a joint proposal under which SafeLink Wireless would receive ETC 
designation to offer Lifeline and Linkup service.  We applaud the joint efforts of the Company 
and the ORS to craft a mutually agreeable solution.  Under the proposal, the new company 
would remit contributions to the State USF, and the rates charged by SafeLink Wireless would 
be somewhat lower than those contained in TracFone’s initial application.  TracFone has 
requested that its application be assigned to SafeLink, and that the application be approved as 
modified by the joint proposal.   
  
While we believe the proposed settlement of this matter to be just and reasonable on its face, 
we find that the public interest would require that public notice and an opportunity to 
intervene be given prior to formal approval, since the ETC designation would be awarded to a 
different entity than that which initially applied for such designation in this docket.  Only those 
persons who wish to be heard with regard to any changes to the initial application will be 
allowed to intervene.  The notice period shall be fifteen days. 
  
To facilitate and expedite the remaining procedural matters necessary to conclude this docket, 
including but not limited to the drafting and filing of the required notice, Randall Dong shall be 
appointed Hearing Officer.      

PRESIDING:   Fleming   SESSION:  TIME:  Regular 2:30 p.m.

  



       
  

  

  MOTION YES NO OTHER   

FLEMING  gfedc  gfedcb  gfedc  

HAMILTON  gfedc  gfedcb  gfedc   

HOWARD  gfedc  gfedcb  gfedc   

MITCHELL  gfedcb  gfedcb  gfedc   

WHITFIELD  gfedc  gfedcb  gfedc   

WRIGHT  gfedc  gfedcb  gfedc   
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J. Schmieding


